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Brazilian paper seeks

global scale

While Brazilian eucalyptus pulp is by far the most competitive in the world, the paper produced in

the country still faces challenges that go beyond internal infrastructure and technical quality aspects,

such as the maturing of markets abroad and the consolidation of companies

By Marina Faleiros

th a climate and soil favor-
able for forestry activities,
cutting edge technology and
specialized labor, Brazil has conquered
the leading position worldwide in euca-
lyptus pulp production, having produced
more than 10 million tons in 2008.
However, on the other side of the chain
a question that always triggers heated

debates in the sector: what's missing for
the paper produced locally to become
Just as competitive as pulp? There isn't
Jjust a single answer to this question, but
several, depending on which product
segment one looks at.

According to Poyry director Carlos
Farinha, Brazils advantages in the pulp
and paper sector reside in areas where

virgin fibers are used the most. “Our
cash cow is eucalyptus pulp and we also
have pine production integrated to paper
mills. Therefore, papers linked the closest
to these nuclei are extremely competitive
since the advantage begins in the forest
base”, he said. Every product that po-
tentializes the use of wood fiber makes
Brazilian paper more attractive. “In
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